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BARBARA TAYLOR KILLAM
Barbara Taylor Killam was bom on August 22, 193 8 in Bloomfield, Vermont the
daughter of Leroy and Cora (Smith) Taylor.
Barbara served the citizens of Columbia for twenty-five years holding the offices of
Auditor (1979-1983); Supervisor of the Checklist (1986-2004) and Treasurer (1984-2004).
She will best be remembered for her care and concern for others. Barbara's daily
walks always seemed to bring her to the door of someone who needed some extra care and
attention. This care could be some of Barbara's excellent cooking, running some errands or
just some quiet conversation and one of Barbara's special smiles or laughs.
Barbara was a special person and friend. The people she left behind will long re-
member her caring ways.
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In 2002, the federal government enacted legislation titled "HAVA" or
"Help America Vote Act." This legislation was passed to ensure that all
Americans have access to voting areas. This has forced us to make changes
to our quaint, little Town Hall. As a result of these changes, our available
meeting space is even smaller.
It is our opinion that our little Town Hall is no longer big enough to
accommodate our growing population. Therefore, we have taken steps to
obtain first option on purchasing the former Lynn Parkhurst property across
the street from the present Town Hall. With minor modifications, this
property would be an ideal place for us to re-locate the Town Offices (Town
Clerk, Tax Collector, Selectmen and Planning Board). This would allow us
to return the Town Hall itself back to its original size and near original
condition. We ask for your support of this project.
Our total Town-wide revaluation is proceeding on schedule. New
property values will be mailed to all taxpayers in July 2004. At that time,
you will have an opportunity to schedule a private appointment with the
assessors to discuss any problems or questions you may have. These new
values will be used when the State sets our tax rate in the fall of 2004.
With the completion of the Keach Road Cemetery, we have
completed our three-year cleaning and repairing project. We are pleased
with the condition of our cemeteries and encourage you to stop by any of
them and take a look. The last project to be done at the Keach Road
Cemetery is the installation of additional fence. This project is planned for
the summer of 2004 and is necessary to comply with State law. We have
started selling lots in the new section of the Keach Road Cemetery. Ifyou
would like more information, you can contact Marcia at the Town Office.
We feel that we speak on behalf of all of the citizens of Columbia in
expressing a great sense of loss at the untimely death of Barbara Killam, to
whom this book is dedicated. Barbara was much more than just our
Treasurer and Chairman of the Supervisors of the Checklist. Barbara was a
symbol of everything that allows a small community to be what it is. Her
many visits to neighbors in need were done unselfishly. Each and every one





The Polls will be open from 1 1 :00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
To the inhabitants of the Town of Columbia, in the County of
Coos, in the State of New Hampshire, qualified to vote in Town Affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Columbia Town Hall on
Tuesday, the 9th day of March, next, at 7:15 o'clock in the evening to
act upon the following subjects:
Article 1
:
To vote to bring in ballots for election of Town Officers to be
elected by ballot for the year ensuing.
Article 2: To see if the Town will instruct its Selectmen to appoint all
other Town Officials as required.
Article 3: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum
of $80,000.00 for Town Charges for the ensuing year.
Article 4: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum
of $4,500.00 for extinguishing fires in said Town.
Article 5: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum
of $4,147.00 to help support the operation of the Colebrook
Communications Center.
Article 6: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum
of $6,750.00 to help support the services of the Upper Connecticut
Valley Hospital Ambulance Fund.
Article 7: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum
of $2,200.00 for the Upper Connecticut Valley Hospital Association to
cover medical emergencies.
Article 8: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum
of $3,000.00 for operating expenses of the Upper Connecticut Valley
Home Health Association.
Article 9: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum
of $500.00 as a contribution for the support and services of the Upper
Connecticut Valley Mental Health Service.
Article 1 0: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the




To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $7,500.00 to be added to the Town Cemetery Maintenance
Expendable Trust Fund previously established. (Board of Selectmen
recommend this appropriation.)
Article 1 2: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $650.00 for support of the Community Outreach Program.
Article 13: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $4,000.00 for the support of the poor.
Article 1 4: Whereas the Town of Columbia previously maintained 0.2
miles of C. Stoddard Road located off Marshall Hill as a Class V road
until the Goodrum family moved. The road has now been renamed
"Oakes Road". The petitioners put forth an Article to see if the Town
will vote to reinstated 0.2 miles of Oakes Road as a Class V road.
(By petition)
Article 1 5: To see if the Town will vote to provide winter maintenance
for South Jordan Hill Road, a distance of approximately one mile. (By
petition)
Article 1 6: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $70,000.00 for the maintenance of summer roads. Out of this
$70,000.00, $32,335.00 to be reimbursed by the State of New
Hampshire Highway Block Grant monies.
Article 17: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $60,000.00 for the maintenance of winter roads.
Article 18: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $27,000.00 for solid waste disposal and recycling.
Article 19: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $2,975.00 for the Colebrook Public Library.
Article 20: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $5,000.00 for appraisal upkeep.
Article 21
:
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum
of $910.00 for maintenance of the Tax Maps.
Article 22: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $296.00 to help support the services of the Amehcan Red
Cross.
Article 23: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $100,000.00 to purchase the former Lynn Parkhurst residence
for the purpose of moving the Town Offices to that location. This sum
to come from the 2003 fund balance and not to be raised through
taxation.
Article 24: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $10,000.00 to be added to the Road Improvement Capital
Reserve Fund previously established. This sum to come from the
2003 fund balance and not to be raised through taxation. (Board of
Selectmen recommend this appropriation.)
Article 25: To see if the Town will authorize the Selectmen to apply for
State and Federal funds and to apply for, contract for, and accept aid
relative to disasters and incur debts for temporary loans same should
the need arise.
Article 26: To transact any other business which may legally come
before this meeting.
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MINUTES OF COLUMBIA TOWN MEETING
March 11, 2003
The meeting was called to order by Moderator, Arthur Dodge, Jr., at 7:12
p.m. Mr. Dodge reviewed the rules of the meeting. Boy Scouts Jefifrey
Parkhurst, Bruce Wells and Jason Atwood presented the colors and led the
group in the Pledge of Allegiance. Articles of the warrant were voted on as
follows:
ARTICLE 1 The Polls were open from 1 1 :00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. (A
total of 53 votes were cast which accounts for 1 89 o of









Motion made by Irene Dodge and seconded by Garry
Parkhurst to instruct the Selectmen to appoint all other
Town Officers as required. Motion carried by voice vote.
Motion made by Dale Simpson and seconded by Scott
DeBlois to raise and appropriate the sum of $80,000.00
for Town Charges for the ensuing year.
Charles White asked what the $80,000.00 would be
spent on. Selectman Campbell explained that this was
for everything to run the Town that wasn't voted on
separately such as salaries, expenses for Town buildings,
etc.
ARTICLE 4:
Motion carried by voice vote.
Motion made by William Simpson and seconded by
Carolyn Foss-Monson to raise and appropriate the sum
of $4,500.00 for extinguishing fires in said Town.
Motion carried by voice vote.
14
ARTICLE 5: Motion made by Phil Monson and seconded by Wayne
Volkmann to raise and appropriate the sum of $6,054.07
to help support the operations of the Colebrook
Communications Center. Motion carried by a show of
hands.
ARTICLE 6: Motion made by James Tibbetts and seconded by
Carolyn Foss-Monson to raise and appropriate the sum
of $6,750.00 to help support the services of the Upper
Connecticut Valley Hospital Ambulance Fund.
Charlie Aubee asked why this had increased so much.
Clement Berry asked to speak to the warrant article.
He said that after months of meeting, the Ambulance
Association had decided to go with asking for $9.00
per person for each Town. The additional monies
raised would go for capital purchases such as
ambulances, equipment, etc.
Motion carried by a voice vote.
ARTICLE 7: Motion made by Phil Monson and seconded by Scott
DeBlois to raise and appropriate the sum of $2,200.00
for the Upper Connecticut Valley Hospital Association
to cover medical emergencies.
Motion carried by voice vote.
ARTICLE 8: Motion made by Phil Monson and seconded by Carolyn
Foss-Monson to raise and appropriate the sum of
$3,000.00 for operating expenses of the Upper
Connecticut Valley Home Health Association.




Motion made by Irene Dodge and seconded by Linda
White to raise and appropriate the sum of $500.00 as
a contribution for the support and services of the
Upper Connecticut Valley Mental Health Service.
Motion carried by voice vote.
Motion made by Linda White and seconded by Phil
Monson to raise and appropriate the sum of $200.00




Motion carried by voice vote.
Motion made by Phil Monson and seconded by Wayne
Volkmann to raise and appropriate the sum of $7,500.00
to be added to the Cemetery Maintenance Fund
previously established.
Phil Monson asked how much was currently in this fund.
Town Clerk, Marcia Parkhurst, stated that as of
December 31, 2002, there was a balance of $7,956.62
and that people could find that on Page 65 of the Town
Report under the Trustee of the Trust Funds" Report.
Motion carried by voice vote.
Motion made by Carolyn Foss-Monson and seconded
by Phil Monson to raise and appropriate the sum of
$650.00 for support of the Community Outreach
Program.
Motion carried by voice vote.
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ARTICLE 13: Motion made by Phil Monson and seconded by Clifton
Boudle, Jr. to raise and appropriate the sum of $4,000.00
for support of the poor.
Motion carried by voice vote.
ARTICLE 14: Motion made by Phil Monson and seconded by Lee
Kershaw to raise and appropriate the sum of $70,000.00
for the maintenance of summer roads. Out of this
$70,000.00, $32357.21 to be raised by the State of
New Hampshire Highway Block Grant monies.
Charles White asked if the $32,357.21 was in addition
to the $70,000.00 or was part of the $70,000.00.
Selectman Stohl said that it was part of the $70,000.00,
so in essence what the Town was actually raising was
approximately $38,000.00.
Motion carried by a show of hands.
ARTICLE 15: Motion made by Phil Monson and seconded by
Wayne Volkman to see if the Town will vote to
reclassify from a Class VI to a Class V highway,
pursuant to RSA 23 1 :22-a. that section of Carr
Road from Bunnell Road to the property presently
owned by Robert & Lucille Dumont, a distance of
approximately 1,500 feet.
James Tibbetts asked to speak to the article. He
explained to the meeting the number of houses
in this development and the amount of tax revenue
generated.
William Simpson stated that he felt we should not
take on any more roads since we don't take care of
the ones we have now.
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Various other speakers spoke to each side of the
issue.
William Simpson asked ifwe could have a written
vote on this question since he felt that people were
more apt to vote the way they really felt.
The Moderator asked for a show of hands as to whether
or not the meeting wanted a written ballot. The majority
present requested a written ballot.
The results of the written ballot were: 37 yes and 27 no.
The article passed.
ARTICLE 16: Motion made by Phil Monson and seconded by Wayne
Volkmann to see if the Town will vote to accept, as a
Class V highway, that section of Carr Road from Bungy
Road to the end of the property presently owned by
Robert & Lucille Dumont, a distance of approximately
2,500 feet, as dedicated by Allen Bouthillier on January
22, 2002.
Again, Mr. Tibbetts asked to speak to the article. He
explained that this would just finish the "loop" of
this road.
Again, Mr. Simpson urged the meeting not to accept
this road. He asked the Road Agent, Clifton Boudle,
what it will cost to plow this road. Mr. Boudle said
he had given the Board of Selectmen a price of
$4,000.00.
Mr. Simpson made a motion to have the owners grade
the road before the Town accepts it. There was no
second to this motion.
ARTICLE 17:
The moderator asked for a show of hands on this
motion. The motion passed 33 voting yes and
19 voting no.
Motion made by Phil Monson and seconded by Wayne
Volkmann to raise and appropriate the sum of
$55,000.00 for the maintenance of winter roads.
ARTICLE 18:
Motion carried by voice vote.
Motion made by Phil Monson and seconded by Carolyn
Foss-Monson to see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate the sum of $25,000.00 for solid waste
disposal and recycling.
Charles Aubee asked why this item increased 20% over
last year.
ARTICLE 19:
Selectman Campbell explained that there were several
reasons. The Town's share of the County Recycling
Center Budget has increased. In addition, tipping fees
are increasing as well as the total amount of waste
being generated by the Town.
Motion carried by voice vote.
Motion made by James Tibbetts and seconded by Phil
Monson to raise and appropriate the sum of $2,975.00
for the Colebrook Public Library.
Motion carried bv voice vote.
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ARTICLE 20: Motion made by Robert Soucy and seconded by James
Lawrence to raise and appropriate the sum of $5,000.00
for appraisal upkeep.
Motion carried by voice vote.
ARTICLE 2 L
ARTICLE 22:
Motion made by Dale Simpson and seconded by Scott
DeBlois to raise and appropriate the sum of $910.00
for maintenance of the tax maps.
Motion carried by voice vote.
Motion made by Phil Monson and seconded by Scott
DeBlois to raise and appropriate the sum of $12,000.00
for realignment, cleaning and repairing of cemetery
monuments in the Columbia cemeteries.
James Lawrence asked where we stand on this project.
Selectman Stohl explained that this was the last year of
a three-year undertaking. We have finished Lyman
Cemetery and Columbia Bridge Cemeterv'. The last
cemetery to be done is the Keach Road Cemeter>'.
Paul Tessier asked what was the difference between
this article and Article #11.
Selectman Stohl explained that Article # 1 1 was for
maintenance of the cemeteries - building roads,
repairing fences, mowing, etc. This article is
specifically for repairing monuments.
Motion carried by voice vote.
ARTICLE 23: Motion made by Linda White and seconded by Phil
Monson to raise and appropriate the sum of $296.00




Motion carried by voice vote.
Motion made by Carolyn Foss-Monson and seconded
by William Simpson to raise and appropriate the sum
of $4,000.00 for repainting the Town Hall.
Daniel Wells asked if this will be going out for bid
and when it was done last.
Selectman Campbell stated that it would be going out
for bid and that the building was last painted in 1997.
Motion carried by voice vote.
Motion made by James Tibbetts and seconded by Phil
Monson to raise and appropriate the sum of $3,000.00
for replacement of a computer and software.




Town Clerk, Marcia Parkhurst, explained that the
computer we want to replace was the one used to
do Town Clerk work. This computer was purchased
in 1995 and the software was purchased in 1996.
The software that we are currently using for motor
vehicles, etc. is obsolete and the company will not
be maintaining it past this year.
Motion carried by voice vote.
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ARTICLE 26: Motion made by Dale Simpson and seconded by
Francis Gray to see if the Town will vote to create
a Capital Reserve Fund under the provisions of
RSA 35:1 for the purpose of a Road Improvement
Fund and to raise and appropriate the sum of
$10,000.00 to be added to said fund. This sum to
come from the 2002 fund balance and not to be
raised from taxation. Also, to appoint the Board of
Selectmen as agents to expend from said fund.
James Lawrence asked exactly what was this for.
Selectman Cloutier explained that almost every year
the Town has a surplus which they use to reduce
taxes. This year the Board would like to take
$10,000.00 and place it in a reserve fund to have
available for road emergencies.
Motion carried by voice vote.
ARTICLE 27: Motion made by William Simpson and seconded by
Phil Monson to see if the Town will vote to raise and
appropriate the sum of $75,000.00 for a complete
revaluation of the Town, $5,000.00 of which to be
raised by taxation and the remaining $70,000.00 to
be withdrawn from the Capital Reserve Fund created
for that purpose. This will be a non-lapsing
appropriation per RSA 32:7, VI and will not lapse
until the revaluation is completed or by December 31,
2004, whichever is sooner.
Diane Little asked when they would be starting the
revaluation and when would the new values go
into effect.
Selectman Cloutier said they would be starting probably
within the next couple of months and that the values
wouldn't go into effect until the second tax bill in 2004.
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Motion carried by a show of hands.
ARTICLE 28: Motion made by Fhil Monson and seconded by Wayne
Volkmann to see if the Town will authorize the
Selectmen to apply for State and Federal funds and to
apply for, contract for, and accept aid relative to
disasters and incur debts for temporary loans for same
should the need arise.
ARTICLE 29:
Motion carried by voice vote.
Motion made by Robert Soucy and seconded by Virginia
Weber to pass the motion as written:
Whereas, New Hampshire residents pay the 12th highest
cost for insurance in the country; and
Whereas, the cost of health insurance premiums for
families has increased by 45% over the past three years;
and
Whereas, 100,000 New Hampshire residents have no
health coverage and 77% of them have a full-time worker
at home; and
Whereas, due to these rising costs almost half ofNew
Hampshire's small businesses cannot afford health
coverage for their employees; therefore be it resolved:
That we, the citizens of Columbia, New Hampshire, call
on our elected officials from all levels of government and
those seeking office, to work with consumers, businesses,
and health care providers to ensure that:
- Everyone, including the self-employed, un - and
underinsured, and small business owners has access
to an affordable basic health plan similar to what
federal employees receive;
- Everyone, including employers, consumers, and the
state. local and federal government, makes a responsible
and fair contribution to finance the health care system;





efficient and medically effective; and
- That these efforts help control the skyrocketing cost
of health care.
Dr. Soucy spoke to the article telling the audience that
this was basically to send a message to our elected
representatives that something needs to be done about
health care in New Hampshire.
The motion carried by voice vote.
Motion made by James Lawrence and seconded by Lee
Kershaw to pass the motion as written:
Resolved, that the Town of Columbia will work closely
through its Board of Selectmen and with other North
Country communities to communicate our common
interests in actively participating in the revision of the
White Mountain National Forest Plan, focusing on
continued management for multiple uses of timber,
recreation, wilderness and clean water.
Motion carried by voice vote.
Motion made by Phil Monson and seconded by
Gerda Melanson to see if the Town will vote to
have future Planning Board members elected
instead of appointed by the Board of Selectmen.
Selectman Cloutier explained that this article was
placed on the warrant at the request of the townspeople
at Town Meeting last year.
Motion carried by voice vote.
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ARTICLE 32: Motion made by Phil Monson and seconded by Robert
Young to see if the Town will vote to voice their support
in the Board of Selectmen's attempt to acquire the
approximately 9.2 miles of railroad corridor located
within the Town's boundaries and presently owned by
the State ofNew Hampshire. Any funds necessary for
the acquisition will come from the funds being held by
the Columbia Conservation Commission and not to be
raised through taxation.
Selectman Stohl and Campbell spoke to the article. They
explained that when this article had been placed on the
warrant that the current leasee of the railroad corridor
had submitted a request to purchase the railroad line.
That individual, however, has withdrawn his request.
They outlined for the audience what had taken place
during the last several months with regards to their
attempts to get the railroad cars, which are stored on
the line, removed.
James Lawrence said that he felt that the railroad line
should be in the hands of a private business and not
owned by the Town.
Gene Parker stated that he felt they should be removed
and that he was sure there were other people, like him,
that have to crawl underneath the cars to go fishing on
the river.
The motion carried by voice vote.
ARTICLE 33; To transact any other business which may legally come
before this meeting.
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Selectman Stohl said that the Board of Selectmen would
like to know if there was anyone in the audience who
would be interested in assisting Fred Foss on the Town
History. Several people in the audience expressed their
interest.
Motion made by William Simpson and seconded by Garry Parkhurst to
dissolve the meeting.
Moderator, Arthur Dodge, Jr., declared the meeting dissolved at 9:15 p.m.
















2002 TAX RATE CALCULATIONS
Town Appropriations: $ 378,535.00
Less: Revenues ($ 387,593.00)
Less: Shared Revenues ($ 3,133.00)
Add: Overiay $ 10,202.00
Add: War Service Credits $ 9,400.00




Less: Adequate Education Grant ($ 386,470.00)
Less: State Education Taxes ($ 153,140.00)
NET LOCAL SCHOOL APPROPRIATIONS: $551,283.00
State Education Taxes Computation:
$4.92 X $31,126,1 1 1.00 (equalized valuation - no utilities)
= $153,140.00 divided by $34,078,400.00 (local assessed
valuation - no utilities) = $4.49
County Appropriations: $ 226,169.00
Less: Shared Revenues ($ 1,099.00)
NET COUNTY APPROPRL^TIONS: $225,070.00
TOWN RATE: $ .15
LOCAL SCHOOL RATE: $1 1 .34
STATE SCHOOL RATE: $ 4.49
COUNTY RATE: $ 4.63
TOTAL - 2003 TAX RATE: $20.61
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT
Cash with Treasurer, January 1 , 2004: $642,580.73
unredeemed Taxes:
Levy of 2002 $1 2,641 34
Levy of 2001 $ 4.456.62
«R 1 7 9Qft 1 fi
Uncollected Taxes:









SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY
Town Hall (Route 3): $1 50,000.00
Furniture & Equipment: $ 50,000.00
Columbia Covered Bridge: $300,000.00
Town Garage (Keach Road): $ 28,000.00
Tax-Deeded Properties:
Map 403, Lot 36 (Route 3) $ 19,400.00
Map 403, Lot 64 (Route 3) $ 1 ,850.00
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During the year ending December 31 , 2003^ I received and
remitted to the treasurer the following amounts:
Auto Permits
TREASURER'S REPORT
TOWN CHECKING & SAVINGS ACCOUNT
BALANCE ON HAND - JANUARY 1, 2003: $490,793.65
Received from:
Colebrook Ski Bees, Inc.; Clubhouse Rental
Columbia Residents; Freon removal and
welfare reimbursement
First Colebrook Bank; Interest on accounts
LaPerle, Brian; Reimbursement for
calcuim chloride
MMG Insurance Company, Reimbursement
for Fire Department Call
NHMA Property-Liability Trust, Inc.; Dividends
NHMA Property-Liability Trust, Inc.: Refund
on Workmen's Compensation Audit
NH Public Deposit Investment Pool; Interest
North Country Dance Academy; Town Hall
Rental
Planning Board
Rainville, Roberta; Two cemetery lots
Selectmen; Fees, junkyard licenses, reimbursement
for booklets, postage, phone calls, copies
of tax cards and maps
Shallow River Properties, Inc.; Payment in
lieu of 2003 taxes
State of New Hampshire; fire permits and
mileage for year 2003 - State's share
State of New Hampshire - Forest Land
Reimbursement
State of New Hampshire
State of New Hampshire
State of New Hampshire - Rooms/Meals Tax























state of New Hampshire - Hazard Mitigation
State of New Hampshire - Reimbursement
for complete set of tax maps
Tax Collector
Town Clerk
Town Monies transferred & redeposited
Town of Columbia - appropriation for
revaluation
Trustee of Trust Funds - interest on cemetery funds










Total Balance on Hand 1/1/2003 and monies received: $ 2,259,612.01
Less Selectmen's Payments: ($1.61 7.031 .28)
$ 642,580.73
Balance on Hand, January 1 , 2004:
Checking Account
Savings Account









coos COUNTY TRANSFER STATION REPORT





January - December $16,620.41
Lemington $ 400.00
January - December $ 3,303.78
Stewartstown $5,500.00
January - December $47,315.62
Columbia Residents $ 491 .50
Lemington Residents $ 127.00
Stewartstown Residents $ 1,616.00
Northeast Resource Recovery Association $ 793.68*
Coos County, NH $ 50.00
Total Deposits to Open Account $ 7.900.00
$78,217.99
Less Payments: $69,524.31
Less Amount to be credited to Towns in
January, 2004* $ 793.68





SUMMARY OF RECEIPTS - 2003
Business Licenses, Permits & Fees
state of New Hampshire; Fire Permits
SELECTMEN'S REPORT




Election & Registration $394.53
Town Buildings & Utilities $6,474.88
Insurance $4,457.06




Sanitation & Recycling $27,658.44
HIGHWAYS & BRIDGES:
Summer Road & Bridges $72,349.47
Winter Roads $44,865.00
LIBRARY:






PAYMENTS TO OTHER GOVERNMENT DIVISIONS:
State & County $227,061 .95
Columbia School District $560,000.00
MISCELLANEOUS:
Land & Building Appraisals $6,000.00
Monies Transferred & Redeposited $460,000.00
Regional Associations $568.14
Taxes Bought By Town $38,51 7.63
Transfers to Trust Funds $1 5, 1 50.00
Vital Statistics $125.00
Refunds/Reimbursements ' $253.71
Painting Town Hall $3,145.75
Revaluation $39,926.59
Software/new computer $4,040.80
TOTAL PAYMENTS FOR 2003 $1,617,031.28
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SELECTMEN'S REPORT
DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS - 2003
GENERAL GOVERNMENT - TOWN CHARGES
OFFICERS' SALARIES:
Campbell, Donald; Selectman Salary $1 ,847.00
& Planning Board Salary $369.40
Campbell, Stacey; Planning Board Salary $246.24
Cloutler, Norman; Selectman Salary $1 ,847.00
Dodge, Arthur, Jr.; Moderator Salary $75.00
Killam, Barbara; Treasurer Salary $1 ,662.30
Parkhurst, Garry; Tax Collector Salary $3,694.00
Parkhurst, Kenneth; Transfer Station Rep. $277.05
Parkhurst, Marcia; Town Clerk/
Secretary Salary $16,825.48
Poulin, Edward; Planning Board Salary $415.57
Schomburg, William; Planning Board Salary $554.05
Simpson, Dale; Planning Board Salary $369.40
Stohl, Eric; Selectman Salary $1 ,847.00
Wells, Daniel; Planning Board Salary $123.15
$30,152.64
OFFICERS' EXPENSES;
Blossom Shop, The; Flowers $35.00
B.M.S.I.; Software Support &
Updates $1 ,048.00
Boudle, Clifton, Jr.; Storage Unit Rental $700.00
Campbell, Donald; Mileage Reimbursement $194.40
Cartographic Associates, Inc.; Map Updates $910.00
Center of New Hampshire; Conference $1 04.60
Colebrook Office Supply; OfTice Supplies $627.50
First Colebrook Bank, The; Payroll




Dodge, Irene; Ballot Clerk $60.00
Foss-Monson, Carolyn; Supervisor
of Checklist $86.25
Killam, Barbara; Supervisor of Checklist $90.03
News & Sentinel, The; Notices $1 2.00
Perry, Theresa; Ballot Clerk $60.00
Weber, Virginia; Supervisor of Checklist $86.25
$394.53
TOWN BUILDINGS:
AT&T; Phone - Town Hall $377.25
Earley Rubbish & Recycling, LLC; Trash
Pick-up $156.00
Gadwah, Herbert; Water Rent $200.00
Hicks, PA & Sons, Inc; Supplies $16.79
M & F Supply; Cleaning & Repairing Furnace $21 0.75
Nugent Motor Company; Fuel $1 ,797.42
Parkhurst, Kenneth; Repairing locks $60.50
Parkhurst, Marcia; Cleaning Carpets $150.00
PSNH; Electricity - Town Hall $1 ,096.83
S. Gray Construction; Plowing Town Hall $1 ,1 65.00
Verizon; Phone - Town Hall $1 ,244.34
$6,474.88
INSURANCE:
New Hampshire Municipal Association
Property-Liability Trust, Inc.
Commercial Property & Liability,
Public Officials Bond and
Workmen's Compensation Insurance $4,457.06
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PROTECTION OF PERSONS & PROPERTY:
FIRE:
Brooks, Brett; Deputy Forest Fire
Warden Reimbursement $182.38
Adair, Wallace, Deputy Forest Fire
Warden Reimbursement $371 .52
Colebrook Fire Department; Fire Protection $4,620.00
Dion, Peter; Forest Fire Warden
Reimbursement $400.00




Colebrook, Town of; Communications
Center $6,054.07
HEALTH:
American Red Cross; 2003 Appropriation $296.00
Tri-County Community Action; 2003
Appropriation $650.00
U.C.V. H. Ambulance Fund; Appropriation $6,750.00
U.C.V.H. Association; Appropriation $2,200.00
U.C.V. Home Health; Appropriation $3,000.00
U.C.V. Mental Health; Appropriation $500.00




AVRRD; Tipping Fees . . $8,177.72
Coos County Recycling Center;
Trucking Recycling Container $27.20
Coos County Recycling Center; Columbia's
Share $2,883.00
Coos County Transfer Station Account;
Solid Waste Disposal $1 6,570.52
$27,658.44
HIGHWAYS & BRIDGES:
MAINTENANCE - SUMMER ROADS
Boudle's Construction Co., Inc.;
Dozer, dumptruck, backhoe &
excavator rental, labor, rockraking,
moving equipment, etc. $26,451 .60
Boudle's Construction Co., Inc.;
Plowing So. Jordan Hill Road until 1 2/1 0/03 $800.00
Brooks Agway; Grass Seed $65.00
Central Asphalt Paving; Paving $22,340.00
Cloutier Sand & Gravel, Inc.; Grading $1 ,397.50
Columbia Sand & Gravel; Gravel,
Culverts, etc. $1,911.84
CW Timber; Cutting Trees $2,550.00
Hicks, P.A. & Sons; Supplies $1 2.95
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Owens Dairy Farm; Dumptruck Rental
Pike Industries, Inc.; Hot top
S. Gray Construction, Inc; Dumptruck Rental








MAINTENANCE - WINTER ROADS
Boudle's Construction Co., Inc.; Plowing Contract
Jeffers, Clark, Jr.; Plowing Contract















Boudle; Clifton, Jr.; Loam
Cemetery Maintenance Fund - transfer
monies








Repairing & Cleaning Monuments $11 ,000.00
News & Sentinel, The; Notices $66.00
Northern Property Maintenance; Mowing
and brush cutting $831 .00
Superior Fence Co.; Fence* $2,825.00
$20,900.00
STATE & COUNTY:
Bisson, Donald M.; County Treasurer,
County Taxes $226,169.00
Coos County Registry of Deeds;
Recording Fees, Redemptions &
Postage $348.45
Department of Agriculture; Dog $392.50
Licenses
Treasurer, State of New Hampshire;
Marriage Licenses $ 1 52 .00
$227,061.95
SCHOOL DISTRICT:
Columbia School District $560,000.00
MISCELLANEOUS:
LAND & BUILDING APPRAISALS:
Northtown Appraisals, LLC $6,000.00
*$2,400.00 to be reimbursed.
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MONIES TRANSFERRED & REDEPOSITED:
Cemetery Maintenance Fund; Lots Purchased $150.00
First Colebrook Bank, The; Statement
Savings Account $160,000.00
New Hampshire Public Deposit Investment
Pool $300,000.00
Revaluation Trust Fund $5,000.00
Road Improvement Fund $1 0,000.00
$475,150.00
REGIONAL ASSOCIATIONS:
NH Association of Assessing Officials;
2003 Dues $20.00
NH City & Town Clerks' Association
2003 Dues $20.00
NH Municipal Association; 2003 Dues $508.14
NH Tax Collectors' Association;
2003 Dues ^ $20.00
$568.14
TAXES BOUGHT BY TOWN:
Town of Columbia - 2002 Taxes $38,517.63
REFUNDS;
Kuhn Knight, Inc.; Refund of Filing Fee $33.00
Noyes, Wilfred; 2002 Property Taxes $157.00
Smith, Kenneth G.; Motor Veliicle Fee $29.00
Sterrer, Wolfgang; 2002 Property Taxes $26.89




Treasurer, State of New Hampshire;
Vital Statistics . $125.00
PAINTING TOWN HALL:
Jordan Associates; Newspaper Ad $23.75
News & Sentinel, The; Newspaper Ad $22.00
Northern Property Maintenance; Painting $3,100.00
$3,145.75
REVALUATION:
Avitar Associates of New England, Inc.;
Payments on Contract $39,280.00
Cartographic Associates, Inc.;
Maps $349.59
News & Sentinel, The; Newspaper Ads $297.00
$39,926.59
SOFTWARE/NEW COMPUTER:
BMSI; New software, training & support $2,962.80
Dell Computers; New computer $1 ,078.00
$4,040.80
GRAND TOTAL OF PAYMENTS $1,617,031.28
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coos COUNTY TRANSFER STATIONACCOUNT
RECEIPTS:
Town of Stewartstown $47,315.62
Town of Columbia $16,620.41
Town of Lemington $ 3,303.78
Northeast Resources Recovery $ 793.68
Stewartstown Residents
Building Debris, tires, etc. .- $1,616.00
Columbia Residents
Building Debris, tires, etc. $ 491 .50
Lemington Residents
Building Debris, tires, etc. $ 127.00




Adair, William; Repairs $ 54.49
Atlantic Leasing; Repairs to
Compactor, Roll-off container $10,450.00
Bolens Septic; Portable Toilet $ 900.00
Carney, Jesse; Plowing $ 1,190.00
Caron, Philip; Compacting $ 850.00
Colebrook Oil, Inc.; Grease $ 59.07
Coos County $22,500.00
Crawford, Ronald; Freon Removal $ 450.00
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Ideal Auto Parts; Supplies :' ; : $ 185.50
Killam, Barbara; Treasurer $ 150.00
Normandeau Trucking, Inc.; Trucking $23,673.55
North Country Environmental
Services, Inc.; Tipping Fee $ 8,079.25
Parkhurst, Kenneth; Labor & Expenses $ 700.00
Tratzinski, Robert; Labor $ 30.00
W. Stewartstown Auto Parts; Supplies $ 252.45
TOTAL PAYMENTS: $69,524.31
^Received in 2003, but credited to the Towns in January, 2004.
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TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT
On the following pages, is my report for the year ending
December 31 , 2003, along with a list of uncollected taxes as of that
date.
My office hours remain the same and are listed in the front of the
book for your convenience. You may, however, contact the office
during any normal business day to ask any questions you may have.
As always, please feel free to contact me if you have questions





SUMMARY OF TAX ACCOUNTS
JANUARY 1 , 2003 - DECEMBER 31 , 2003
DEBITS
Levy of 2003 Levy of 2002 Levy of 2001
Uncollected Taxes - 1/1/2003:

SUMMARY OF TAX LIEN ACCOUNTS
JANUARY 1 . 2003 - DECEMBER 31 , 2003
2002 2001 2000
Unredeemed lien balance -
1/1/2003: $24,243.35 $8,934.41
Liens Executed During Year: $38,51 7.63
Interest & Costs Collected $1,892.21 $4,069.49 $2,981.90
$40,409.84 $28,312.85 $11,916.31
Redemptions $25,748.84 $19,637.17 $8,837.41
Interest & Costs Collected: $1,819.46 $4,219.06 $3,078.90
Unredeemed Lien Balances




Uncollected 2003 Property Taxes:











Chappie, Francis G. & Patricia
Chappie, Nancy A.
Chase, Mark & Theresa A.
Coggin, Diana M. & Mullek, Leis
Colburn, Francis & Gettings, Larry
Cole, Gary & Thompson, Kathy A.
Collins, Michael D. & Laurie A.
Connetti, Wayne P. & Debra P.
Crevier, Linda L. Revoc. Trust
Cullinane, Scott C.
DeBlois, Roger G. & Robin C.




Estate of Clayton Flanders
Estate of Gail Goldie Mitchell
Estate of Gail Goldie Mitchell
Fagan, William P. & Sheila J.
Falcucci, Angelo & Carmelina
Falcucci, Angelo & Carmelina












































Mills, Arlene M. & Towie, Sydney
Wilson, Ralph E. & Linda D. , Trustee





ConnettI, Wayne P. & Debra P. $1 83.04
Hamel, Raymond P. & Derek R. $1 ,020.54
Leavenworth, Michelle &
Lesperance, Billy $74.85
Leavenworth, Ron & Michelle $249.87
Limoges, Karen A. $1,899.36
MacLure, Robert J. & Wendy A. $499.75
Reynolds, Daniel J. (1/2 interest) $130.03
Whitaker, William & Fortier, Robert $1 00.84
Whittier, Heather $298.34
$4,456.62




Received as Petty Cash from Selectmen: $ 200.00
Received from 71 approved applications for
building permits: $1,355.00
Received from 2 subdivisions: $ 213.42
$1,768.42
EXPENSES:
The News & Sentinel, Inc. $ 20.00
U.S. Postage $ 57.56
$ 77.56




Frame or Modular Construction 6
Mobile Homes 13
Additions or Alterations 9





Temporary Location of Camper
Sign
Addition to Sugar House
Deck
Francis j, Dineen & Co.
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS
5 MIDDLE STREET • LANCASTER, N.H. 03584
TRANSMITTAL AND COMMENTARY LETTER
To the Board of Selectmen,
Columbia, New Hampshire:
In planning and performing our audit of the financial statements of the Town of Columbia for the
year ended December 31, 2002, we considered the Town's internal control structure to determine our
auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the financial statements and not to provide
assurance on the internal control structure. Such study and evaluation disclosed no material weaknesses. It
is our opinion that the Board of Selectmen and Town employees are doing an excellent job administering
the Town of Columbia.
We extend our thanks to the officials and employees of the Town for their assistance during our
audit.
Very truly yours.







5 MIDDLE STREET • LANCASTER, N.H. 03584
INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT
To the Board of Selectmen,
Columbia, New Hampshire:
We have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statements and the combining and
individual fund financial statements of the Town of Columbia, New Hampshire as of December 31, 2002,
and for the year then ended, as listed in the table of contents. These financial statements are the
responsibilit>' of the Town's management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial
statements based on our audit.
We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United
States of America. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable
assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes
examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An
audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management,
as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We believe that our audit provides a
reasonable basis for our opinion.
As is the practice with many New Hampshire municipalities, the Town of Columbia has not
maintained a record of its general fixed assets and, accordingly, a statement of general fixed assets, required
by generally accepted accounting principles, is not included in the financial report.
In our opinion, except for the effect on the financial statements of the omission described in the
third paragraph, the general purpose financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material
respects, the financial position of the Town of Columbia as of December 31, 2002, and the results of its
operations and cash flows of its nonexpendable trust funds for the year then ended in conformity with
accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America. Also, in our opinion, the
combining and individual fund financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects,
the financial position of each of the individual funds of the Town of Columbia as of December 31, 2002,
and the results of operations of such funds and the cash flows of nonexpendable trust funds for the year then




Our audit was made for the purpose of forming an opinion on the general purpose financial
statements taken as a whole and on the combining and individual fund financial statements. The
accompanying financial information listed as supplemental schedules in the table of contents is presented
for purposes of additional analysis and is not a required part of the financial statements of the Town of
Columbia. Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the
general purpose, combining, and individual fund financial statements and, in our opinion, is fairly presented
in all material respects in relation to the financial statements of each of the respective individual fijnds taken
as a whole.
Very truly yours,
3r^ft^elo^ ' Z)/^hU*^ Kr^
Francis J. Dineen & Co.
July 9, 2003
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ANNUAL REPORT - 2003
Headwaters Subcommittee
Connecticut River Joint Commissions
This year the Headwaters Subcommittee began to update our Connecticut River Corridor
Management Plan with a close look at water quality and water-related issues in our region,
particularly the need for more complete information on the safety of the river for swimming,
fishing, and boating. The towns of Canaan and Maidstone have sent new representatives to the
Subcommittee, bringing new ideas and interests to ensure that discussions continue to be well-
balanced.
The Subcommittee has continued to carry out our legal obligation to provide information
and assistance to the states, towns, and local landowners on projects near the river. We have
advised the State ofNew Hampshire on the importance of keeping river flow gages in service to
help with river and fisheries management, assisted a Lemington landovmer with plans for
riverbank restoration, advised Vermont on the long range management plan for Lyman Falls State
Park, and worked with both states on the project to restore and reopen the Stratford-Maidstone
Bridge.
Columbia members also organized a major river cleanup, removing 79 tires, 1 snow
machine, 1 baby carriage, and 2 bicycles, with the help of local scouts and others aged 7 and up.
We have encouraged all towns in our region to review our current Connecticut River
Corridor Management Plan, and to incorporate its recommendations as they update town plans
and revise their zoning ordinances, particularly for shoreland protection. The heavy rains of last
summer demonstrated the critical importance of giving rivers and streams enough room. All
riverfi-ont landowners should be aware that the NH Shoreland Protection Act now applies to the
Connecticut River. Contact the town office for more information.
The Headwaters Subcommittee is advisory and has no regulatory authority. The public
is welcome to participate in our meetings, on the second Thursday evening ofevery other month,
at the Columbia Town Hall. Citizens interested in representing the town are invited to contact the
selectmen. More information, including a calendar, advice on bank erosion and obtaining permits
for work in or near the river, and a summary of the Connecticut River Corridor Management
Plan, is on the web at \^ n \\ .ciif.uiiz locahution.iitrii.
Ken Hastings and William Schomburg, Columbia representatives
VT Connecticut River Watershed Advisory Commission • NH Connecticut River Valley Resource Commission
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COORDINATOR OF SPECIAL SERVICES
XatfiCeen Letts
Any person with a physical disability who needs assistance to attend the school district
meeting and/or needs assistance while at the school district meeting is to contact school




The State of New Hampshire
To the Inhabitants of the School District in the Town of Columbia qualified to vote in
district affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall in said District on Tuesday, the 9'^ day
of March, 2004 immediately following the Town Meeting, to act upon the following
subjects: (Polls will be open from 1 1 :00 am to 6:00 pm)
1. To bring in your ballots for the election of School District Officers to be elected by
ballot for the ensuing year(s).
2. To determine the salaries of the School Board and fix the compensation of any other
officers or agents of the District.
3. To hear the reports of Agents, Auditors, Committees or Officers chosen and pass
any vote relating thereto. -
4. To see if the School District will vote to continue, its membership in the Colebrook-
Columbia Authorized Regional Enrollment Area Agreement and agree to accept the
following amendments:
Section A - Add "Kindergarten"
Section B - Remove "estimated.
Add - Kindergarten
Delete/Move "A rental charge of 2% shall be included in the tuition rate
in accordance with the provisions of RSA 194:27.
Add - As part of the tuition rate, there shall be a rental charge, capital
outlay (appraised value of building, fixed assets, furniture and
equipment) X 2%, as provided in RSA 195-A in accordance with the
following formula:
A rental charge shall be determined based on square footage for
kindergarten and divided by the average daily membership for the
preceding school year. The value, as stated above, of the building less
the kindergarten square footage shall be the determining value for grades
'' 1-8 divided by the average daily membership for the preceding year. The
value of Colebrook Academy (grades 9-12), as outlined in the formula
above, divided by the average daily membership for the preceding year
will be the value used for the 9-12 building rental.
The costs of Special Education or Section 504 support services (aide,
speech and occupational therapy) provided by the receiving district for the
students of the sending districts shall be charged to the sending district on
an individual basis for the actual costs of the services provided (when





The State of New Hampshire
Section D - Remove: "bi-annual basis not later than December 15 and June 15 in
each year."
Add: The receiving district shall bill the sending district on the following
basis: November 1^', January 1^', April 1®' and June 1^'.
Section E - delete July 1 , 1 978.
Add: July 1,2006
Section F - delete:
with the following exceptions:
1. The sending district may pay tuition to any other district for pupils
requiring special education not provided by the receiving district.
2. The sending district, upon notification to the receiving district, may in
exceptional cases tuition to a neighboring school district those pupils
not living within 1 Vi miles of current established bus routes
transporting to the receiving district as determined at the effective date
of the contract.
Section G - Add "Kindergarten
The school board recommends this article
5. To see if the district will vote to raise and appropriate the sum One million, two
hundred fifty-eight thousand, three hundred ninety-three dollars ($ 1,258,393.00) for
the support of schools, for the payment of salaries for the school district officials and
agents, and for the payment for the statutory obligations of the District. The school
board recommends this appropriation. (Majority vote required)
6. To transact any other business that may legally come before this meeting.
Given under our hands at said Columbia, the 1 1th day of February 2004




A True Copy of Warrant - Attest:





THE COLEBROOK - COLUMBIA
AUTHORIZED REGIONAL ENROLLMENT AREA PLAN
BETWEEN THE SCHOOL DISTRICTS OF COLEBROOK AND COLUMBIA
Pending approval from the N H State Board of Education
^^'»^<.'
NOTE: Strikethroughs ind icato itoms to bo de leted
Bold Indicates items to be added
<-s y^y-.,\y\y- „ \y\j^~^~^>^~^yj-\j':^'S'- >%<• ^
This Agreement is continued pursuant to Chapter 195-A of the New Hampshire Revised
Statutes Annotated, as amended, between the School Districts of Colebrook and
Columbia.
A. The name of the Authorized Regional Enrollment Area School shall be the Colebrook
Elementary School and Colebrook Academy, located in Colebrook. The Colebrook
School District shall be the receiving district and the Columbia School District shall be
the sending district and together they shall form the region, which will be served by the
AREA school. The receiving district shall be responsible for Grades K 4-12.
B. The rate of tuition shall be the local cost of current expenses per pupil in Grades
Kindergarten, 1-8 and 9-12, respectively, for the school year immediately preceding
that for which the charge is made. These costs shall be computed by the
Superintendent of Schools and approved by the State Department of Education
annually prior to December 15. A renta l charge of 2% sha ll be inc luded i n the tu i t ion
rate i n accordance w ith the prov is ions of RSA 19^:27.
The tuition rates shall be made available to the sending district at the time they are
published by the State Department of Education.
As part of the tuition rate, there shall be a rental charge, capital
outlay(appraised value of building, fixed assets, furniture and equipment) x 2%,
as provided in RSA 195-A in accordance with the following formula:
• A rental charge shall be determined based on square footage for
kindergarten and divided by the average daily membership for the
preceding school year. The value, as stated above, of the building less the
kindergarten square footage shall be the determining value for grades 1-8
divided by the average daily membership for the preceding year. The value
of Colebrook Academy (grades 9-12), as outlined in the formula above,
divided by the average daily membership for the preceding year will be the
value used for the 9-12 building rental.
The costs of Special Education or Section 504 support services (aide,
speech and occupational therapy) provided by the receiving district for the
students of the sending districts shall be charged to the sending district on
an individual basis for the actual costs of the services provided (when these
services are unique or not included in the comprehensive programs of the
school)
CU-4
THE COLEBROOK - COLUMBIA
AUTHORIZED REGIONAL ENROLLMENT AREA PLAN
BETWEEN THE SCHOOL DISTRICTS OF COLEBROOK AND COLUMBIA
Pending approval from the N H State Board of Education
NOTE: Strikethroughs ind icate items to be de leted
Bold indicates items to be added
C. State Incentive Aid shall be designated to the sending district.
D. The receiving district shall bill the sending district on the following basis: November
1^', January 1®', April 1®* and June 1^'. on b i-annua l bas is not late r than Decembe r 15
and June 15 i n each year.
E. The date of operating responsibility shall be July 1, 1978 July 1, 2006. No district
comprising the Authorized Regional Enrollment Area may withdraw from the
agreement except pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 195-A: 14.
F. All students living within the sending district shall attend the AREA school if assigned
to one of the grades listed in Article A. w ith the fo llow ing except ions :
1 The sending district may pay tu ition to any othe r district for pupi ls
requ i r ing spec ia l education not prov ided by the receiv ing d istr i ct.
2. The send ing d i strict, upon notificat ion to the receiv ing distr i ct, may in
except iona l cases tu i t ion to a neighbor ing schoo l d istrict those pup ils
not l iv ing w ith in 1 ^4 m iles of current estab lished bus routes
transport ing to the receiv ing d istr ict as determ i ned at the effect ive
date of the contract.
G. The receiving district will provide facilities to accommodate all students in Grades K-
412 from the sending district.
H. There will be at least two joint school board meetings of the Colebrook and Columbia
School Boards annually for the purpose of consulting and advising about any and all
matters of joint interest. The sending district will be advised of any improvements or
changes in policies, curriculum, and other school programs and services.
I. The Colebrook AREA Schools shall give the sending district progress reports and
attendance reports for all pupils enrolled under the provisions of the written plan.
The same pupil regulations will apply to pupils from the sending district as to those of
the receiving district.
J. The written plan may be amended by the two districts comprising the region,
consistent with the provisions of RSA 195-A, except that no amendment shall be
effective unless the question of adopting such amendment is submitted at an annual
or special school district meeting to the voters of the district voting by ballot with the
CU-5
THE COLEBROOK - COLUMBIA
AUTHORIZED REGIONAL ENROLLMENT AREA PLAN
BETWEEN THE SCHOOL DISTRICTS OF COLEBROOK AND COLUMBIA
Pending approval from the N H State Board of Education
NOTE: Str ikethroughs indicate items to be dele ted
Bold Indicates items to be added
use of a checklist, if requested, by any registered voter of the district, after reasonable
opportunity for debate in open meeting and unless a majority of the voters of each
district who are present and voting shall vote in favor of adopting such amendment.
Furthermore, no amendment to the written plan shall be considered except at an
annual or special school meeting of the two districts and unless the text of such
amendment is included in an appropriate article in the warrant of such meeting. It
shall be the duty of the school board of each district to hold a public hearing
concerning the adoption of any amendment to the written plan at least ten days before
such meeting and to cause notice of such hearing and the text of the proposed
amendment to be published in a newspaper having a general circulation in the area
before such hearing.
COLUMBIA SCHOOL BOARD COLEBROOK SCHOOL BOARD
Lisa M. Placy-Brooks, Chairman
Kay Soucy
Linda White
DATE February 4, 2004
To be voted on by voters of the Columbia








DATE February 3, 2004
To be voted on by voters of the Colebrook
School District on March 1, 2004
CU-6
MS-26 Budget - School District of Columbia FY 2005
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Moderator Arthur "Gibb" Dodge, Jr. opened the meeting at 9:22 pm with approximately
23 voters present.
1 . To bring in your ballots for the election of School District Officers to be elected by






5. I move to amend Article 5 to change the years of the contract and approve the cost
items included in the bus contract between the Columbia School District and Nugent





and further to raise and appropriate the sum of Fifty-five thousand, eleven dollars
($55,01 1 .00) for the 2003 - 2004 fiscal year.
Motion made by Lisa M. Placy-Brooks
Seconded by Irene Dodge
Vote on amendment Affirmative
Vote on amended article Affirmative
6. I move to vigorously oppose any and all unfunded and under-funded federal
educational mandates, including but not limited to, those contained in the recently
enacted No Child Left Behind Law as well as those mandates historically unfunded
within the IDEA/Special Education Laws.
Motion made by Carolyn Foss-Monson
Seconded by Robert Soucy
Vote Yes: 10 No: 12
ARTICLE DEFEATED
7. To see if the district will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of One million, one
hundred eighty-three thousand, three hundred fifty-four dollars ($1,183,354.00) for
the support of schools, for the payment of salaries for the school district officials and
agents, and for the payment for the statutory obligations of the District. This article
does not include appropriations voted in warrant article #4
Motion made by Eric Stohl
Seconded by Mary Lou Placy
Vote Affirmative
8. To transact any other business that may legally come before this meeting.
Motion by Garry Parkhurst, with second by Robert Soucy to dissolve the meeting at
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l.i\ jl^JbliiN Five Middle street
T? A IVrFT Lancaster, NH 03584XVXTLj.^J_i Tel 603.788.4928
CERTIFIED PUBUC ACCOUNTANTS f^y, 503 ygg 3330
TELANSMTTT.^ .\ND COMMENTARY LETTER
To the School Board of
School Administrative Unit #7;
In planning and performing our audit of the financial statements of the School Administrative
Unit #7 for the year ended June 30, 2003. we considered the Unit's ititemal control structure to determine
our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the financial statements and not to
provide assurance on die internal control structure. Our study and evaluation disclosed no material
weaknesses.
We extend our thanks to the officials and employees of School Administrative Unit #7 for their
assistance during the course of our audit.
It is our opinion that the Superintendent. Business Manager and staff are doing an excellent job




Xi^ JLJiXlliNl Five Middle street
T? /\. IVTFT^ Lancaster, NH 03584JtVjrVl^XI^ Tel 603.788.4928
CERTIFIED PUBUC ACCOUNTANTS Fax 603 788 3830
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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT
To the Voters of School Administrative Unit #7:
We have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statements of School Administrative
Unit #7 as of June 30, 2003, and for the year then ended. These financial statements are the responsibility of
the management of the School Administrative Unit #7. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these
financial statements based on our audit.
We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United
States of America. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable
assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes
examining, on a test basis, evidence supponing the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An
audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by management,
as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We believe that our audit provides a
reasonable basis for our opinion.
As described in Note 1, the financial statements referred to above do not include financial
statements of the General Fixed .Asset Group of .Accounts, which should be included to conform with
accounting principles generally accepted in the United States.
In our opinion, e.xcept that omission of the General Fixed Asset Group of Accounts results in an
incomplete presentation as explained in the above paragraph, the financial statements referred to above
present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of School Administrative Unit #7 at June 30,
2003, and the results of its operations for the year then ended, in conformity with accounting principles
generally accepted in the United States.





The Colebrook School System has a new look this year. We now have a new K - 8
elementary school of which the community should be very proud. Many visitors have
commented on what an impressive school it is, both in terms of appearance and in the
quality of the workmanship. I realize that this project put a heavy burden on the
taxpayers, but one that they accepted because they saw that a new facility was needed.
I personally feel better about paying my taxes because I know that I am getting real
value for my money. I have not heard one person say that the school is not well built.
We are getting a good return for our tax dollar.
This is an uncertain time for school budgeting, both at the state and federal level. In
New Hampshire, we have a new governor who is advocating freezing the level of
spending for education adequacy aid. If this happens, Columbia will receive
approximately $48,331 less than we would have received if the adequacy aid had not
been frozen. However, as we go to the Annual School District Meeting we do not know
the actual amount we will receive from the state. There has been discussion about
targeting aid to the less wealthy districts, or looking at other factors, such as per capita
income, to determine a district's ability to support education. These changes could help
us, depending upon the total amount of adequacy aid to be distributed. This past year
has been a tough time economically in this area, and not a good time for the state to be
backing away from an obligation to help fund education.
In January 2001, the No Child Left Behind Act was signed into law by President Bush.
This 1200 page law has some noble goals, but there are also some very troubling
aspects to this law. Is this law going to be fully funded by the federal government?
Federal politicians tell us that it will be; history says otherwise. In 1975 the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act was passed with the assurance that 40% of the cost
would be paid by the federal government. They have yet to reach half of that amount.
The local taxpayer gets to pay for the unmet part of that promise. They are now making
us another promise in the No Child Left Behind Act. Until they fulfill the first promise, I
am more than a little skeptical about this new one.
Another issue with the No Child Left Behind Act is how much control of education
should the federal government have? Currently, the federal government pays 6% of the
cost of education in New Hampshire, yet this act has significant impact on state and
local educational policies, further eroding local control of education. The amount of
control is very disproportionate with the amount of funding.
The developments of the next two years will be very interesting in terms of who actually
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Special Education Report School Year Ending June 30, 2003
Special services faculty and staff continue to respond to the challenge of educating
students identified as educationally disabled. Changes in federal and state laws and
regulations regarding appropriate procedures and practices occur rapidly and school
personnel are required to keep current. To facilitate this process and provide
documentation of SAD #7's conformance, a Department of Education, Bureau of Special
Education Compliance Review was held in December 2002. Team members consisting
of special education professionals visited each SAL) #7 school for case study reviews
and to meet with local teachers, administrators, parents and related services staff.
Preliminary findings were quite positive; indicating the course that Special Education is
taking at SAU #7 meets with Department of Education approval. The final report was
received April 2003 and provided valuable feedback of interest to school personnel.
An integral component of the Compliance Review process was the updating of the
Special Education Master Plan. This plan documents procedures followed by Special
Education personnel in all areas and is available to the public by contacting building
principals, local libraries, the office of the Superintendent of Schools and the office of
the Coordinator of Special Services.
Another facet of the Compliance Review was analysis of data from many sources in
regard to Special Education. Over the past year, the number of students receiving
direct special education services has decreased. While this fluctuation may be, to some
extent normal, it may also be directly attributable to the outstanding efforts of school
personnel. Students are receiving accommodations in their individual education








With the opening of the new school, the Title I program is now able to serve students in
grades 1-8. Services are provided in Reading/Language Arts for grades 1-4 and in
Math for students in grades 1-8.
During the 2002-2003 school year we added an additional staff member, Ms. Paulette
Owen. Ms. Owen joined us in January and allowed us to expand our services to the
middle school student population. Previously we had offered services only to the
Primary school.
During the 2002-2003 school year we provided services to a total of 72 students. This
figure includes students who received both Reading/Language Arts instruction and Math
assistance. Much of the service was provided in the classroom with minimal out of
classroom time.
Title I also supported and staffed a Summer School for Reading and Math. A total of 31
students in grades 1-7 participated in summer school. Each student attended school for
one hour per day, four days per week for five weeks.
I feel like we had a great year. We were in a newer, but smaller classroom, in a brand
spanking new building, which required us to use the available space efficiently. It also
required us to provide more services in the regular classrooms. The new larger regular
classrooms were able to accommodate our services.
I would like to thank the teacher and staff of the Colebrook Elementary School for their
assistance and support during the school year. I would also like to thank the parents of
the Title I student for supporting their children's educational activities. A big thank you
goes to the community for your continued support of the educational programs offered
















TOTAL ASSETS $ 105,046.17





Reserve for Amounts Voted
Unreserved Fund Balance
Total Fund Equity











REVENUE FROM LOCAL SOURCES
Current Appropriations $ 406,938.00
Earnings on Investment 2,547.60
Other Local Revenue 1,239.46
TOTAL LOCAL REVENUE $ 410,725 06
REVENUE FROM STATE SOURCES
State ofNew Hampshire -Adequacy Aid (Grant) $ 379,895.00
State ofNew Hampshire -Adequacy Aid (State Tax) 167,746.00
TOTAL STATE REVENUE $ 547,641.00
REVENUE FROM FEDERAL SOURCES
State ofNew Hampshire - Medicaid $ 1,974.21
TOTAL FEDERAL REVENUE $ 1,974.21
TOTAL REVENUE FROM ALL SOURCES $ 960,340.27
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2002 - 2003 DETAILED STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURES
SALARIES
Killam, Barbara
STATEMENT OF ANALYSIS OF CHANGES
IN FUND EQUITY
June 30, 2003
Fund Equity, July 1,2002 173,381.61
Plus Total Revenue 960,340.27
Less Total Expenditures 1,030,467.41
Fund Equity, June 30, 2003 103,254.47
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TRANSMITTAL .\ND COMMENTARY LETTER
To the Members of the School Board
of Columbia School District:
In planning and performing our audit of the financial statements of the Columbia School District for
the year ended June 30, 2003, we considered the District's internal control structure to determine our
auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the financial statements and not to provide
assurance on the internal control structure. Our study and evaluation disclosed no material weaknesses.
It is our opinion that the Superintendent, Business Manager and staff are doing a fine job
administering the Columbia School District.
We extend our thanks to the officials and employees of the Columbia School District for their
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INDEPENDENT AUDITORS' REPORT
To the Members of the School Board
of Columbia School District:
We have audited the accompanying general pui-pose financial statements of Columbia School
District as of June 30, 2003 and for the year then ended. These general purpose financial statements are the
responsibility of the management of Columbia School District. Our responsibility is to express an opinion
on these financial statements based on our audit.
We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United
States of America. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable
assurance about whether the general purpose financial statements are free of material misstatement. An
audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the general
puipose financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and
significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall general purpose financial
statement presentation. We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion.
As described in Note 1, the general purpose financial statements referred to above do not include
financial statements of the General Fixed Asset Group of Accounts, which should be included to conform
with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States.
In our opinion, except that omission of the General Fixed Asset Group of Accounts results in an
incomplete presentafion as explained in the paragraph above, the general purpose financial statements
referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of Columbia School District at
June 30, 2003, and the results of its operations for the year then ended, in conformity with accounting






SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS AND SERVICES


























Sub Total Revenue $28.760.02 $29.786.21
Net Cost for Special Education $80,671.73 $149,152.02
CU-29
COLUMBIA SCHOOL DISTRICT














TUITION PUPILS & RATES 2002 - 2003
Grade Levels
Kindergarten
Pupils
13
RATE
$1,592.00
Elementary
TOWN MEETING NOTES


